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*136- See his recent book The Pig Who Sang to the Moon –The Emotional World of 
Farm Animals. Jonathan Cape, London, 2004, p.1. And he adds, “I just do not believe 
that anybody will take care to give an animal a ‘good life’ if the point of that life is to end 
up as a meal on the table.” Ibid., p.3. 
*137- The revolution in cognitive ethology –research into the intelligence, 
communication skills, and capacity for suffering in animals throughout the world, 
championed by thousands of scientists like Jane Goodall- demands a re-consideration by 
planners at all levels. Somewhere between shrimp and oysters, many ethologists now see 
the rise of consciousness and all that it entails. A team at University College in London 
recently studied physical pain in humans and then attempted to understand whether the 
partners of those in pain might feel anything like the pain their loved ones were enduring. 
The answer was, yes, they did. The implication: the same occurs in other species, and that 
includes animals doomed in a slaughterhouse. The scientists found that the anterior 
cingulated cortex, the insula, thalamus and somatosensory cortices are all activated in 
humans when they see another person sees that individual in pain. In other words, we 
empathize neurophysiologically. Only the somatosensory cortices remain unactivated. 
But emotionally, psychologically, we are there. Other primates are as well: they contain 
mirroring neurons that have been discovered to be activated when they, in turn, see others 
of their kind in pain. With respect to oysters, many animal behaviorists and philosophers 
believe that “somewhere between the shrimp and the oyster” there is consciousness. See 
Emily Eakin, “No Longer Alone: The Scientist Who Dared to Say Animals Think,” New 
York Times, February 3, 2001, p. B11. Observational studies include data on evidence of 
pain in fish, and various expressions of a sophisticated sort in prairie dogs, crows, 
pigeons, sheep, elephants, western evening grosbeaks, bees, African antelope, rhesus 
monkeys, and red foxes, to name but a few. See “A Review of Minding Animals: 
Awareness, Emotions, and Heart,” by Dr. Marc Bekoff, review by Michael Tobias, 
Animal Law, Lewis & Clark Law School, Volume 9, 2003, p.327. Bekoff’s book was 
published by Oxford University Press, New York, 2002. However, in one notable 
instance, invertebrates have posed a legal hurdle. Despite New Zealand conservation’s 
love affair with the weta, the country’s AWA of 1999 will not concede feelings or pain to 
insects. See Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries, The Animal Welfare Act – A 
Framework for the 21st Century, 
<http://www.maf.govt.nz/biosecurity/legislation/animal-welfare-act/index.htm> 
*138-  From The London Times, Feb. 20, 2004, an article by Nigel Hawkes, Health 
Editor.  
*139  - Or, as E.O.Wilson has written, “As a new century begins, we have begun to 
awaken from this delirium. Now, increasingly postideological in temper, we may be 
ready to settle down before we wreck the planet. It is time to sort out Earth and calculate 
what it will take to provide a satisfying and sustainable life for everyone into the 
indefinite future. The question of the century is: How best can we shift to a culture of 
permanence, both for ourselves and for the biosphere that sustains us?” p.22, op.cit., The 
Future of Life. 
 
 
 


